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Northern Hosts Elementary Science Bowl
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Cabinet Secretary for the New Mexico Higher Educa
tion department (HED), Dr. Barbara Damron, visited 
Northern on January 14 along with Deputy Cabinet Secre

tary Andrew Jacobson. 
As part of her visit, Dr. Damron held group discussions with 

faculty, staff and students to relay the state’s priorities and key 
initiatives for higher education. 

These include a commitment to meet the 2017 deadline to 
align syllabi and transferability between the state’s 32 public 
colleges and universities. In addition, Dr. Damron spoke of the 

Science Bowl participants proudly display their event t-shirts.
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Dr. Damron, with Coach Ryan Cordova, pauses to speak with  
Dr. Jorge Crichigno at the SERPA building during her campus tour.

A NEW YEAR’S WELCOME 

Dear Northern Students, Faculty and Staff,
Welcome back for the start of a new semester. It’s 
a pleasure to begin the new year as your interim 
president. I look forward to working alongside each 
of you in the coming months, especially as we come 
together to develop more innovative strategies for 
growing enrollment, increasing retention and 

enhancing our student services.
The legislative session has begun in Santa Fe and we are actively 

advocating for the resources to advance the mission of the College. 
The session is also a great opportunity to represent your work 
and the accomplishments we’ve celebrated in the past year. I look 
forward to reporting on the outcomes of our legislative priorities.  

I encourage us all to work together to help each other succeed, 
whether you are a student, faculty member or staff. Keeping our 
focus on the success of students attending Northern should be  
our primary goal as we go about our daily business.

Thank you for your service and hard work.

Domingo Sánchez III, Interim President

Higher Education Secretary Damron Visits Northern
need for better cohesion between K12 schools, postsecondary 
education and the workforce. 

HED is also encouraging institutions to model best practices 
in developmental education, such as Complete College Ameri
ca’s ‘Meta Majors,’ to help students enter collegelevel courses 
more quickly and prepared for success.  

She called on Northern staff and faculty to support each other, 
and view our work through the lens of the students, especially 
those who need help the most.

“I was a firstgeneration college student. Education has com
pletely changed my life,” said Dr. Damron. “It has given me 
opportunities I otherwise would have never had.”

Dr. Damron holds her master’s degree in nursing and a PhD 
in Educational Psychology. She is attuned to the relationship 
between higher education and individual health, as well as the 
key barriers to student enrollment in college in New Mexico.

“We have to create a culture that values education,” said Dr. 
Damron,“and that begins in utero.” n 
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Northern New Mexico College 
is the lead institution for the 
NRGSC, which pools resources 
and expertise among its collab
orative partners to address the region’s crucial post secondary STEM 
education challenges.

Northern and the Northern Rio Grande STEM  
Collaborative (NRGSC) hosted an Elementary Science 
Bowl in December, offering a challenging gameshow 

style educational experience for local schoolchildren. 
The bowl is typically played with a buzzer system. Players are 

read questions and try to score points for their team by buzzing 
first and responding with the correct answer. 

“A science knowledge competition is a fun way to introduce 
and engage students in STEM activities and concepts,” said 
NRGSC STEM Site Coordi nator Sandy Sanchez. 

The Science Bowl grew out of Abiquiú schoolteacher Barbara 
Becker’s passion to fuel student enthusiasm in the sciences, 
especially at the fourth and fifth grade level. 

“It really inspires them to do the research to learn the facts 
they need to know for the competition,” said Becker, who has 
coordinated the Elementary Science Bowl since its inception 
three years ago. 

This year’s bowl was the biggest yet, with 12 teams from six 
area schools (Alcalde, Dixon, Hernandez, San Juan, James H. 
Rodriguez and Abiquiu) competing for the district champion
ship and top science scholar award.

The collaboration with the NRGSC this year is a hopeful new 
connection for the future of the Elementary Science Bowl.

“We want to continue to host programs that engage local  
students in STEMrelated activities in the hope that we inspire 
them to pursue STEM degrees later in life,” said LeAnne Montoya 
NRGSC STEM director.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
FEBRUARY IS BLACK HISTORY MONTH! WATCH FOR  LECTURE AND 
MOVIE EVENTS IN HONOR OF BLACK HISTORY MONTH. INFO: X5448

1/27  LIVE @NORTHERN RADIO SHOW ON KDCE (100.7FM/950AM)

2/2  FINE ARTS FACULTY SHOWCASE @CFA

2/5  MEN’S BASKETBALL HOME GAME @7:00PM

2/6  MEN’S BASKETBALL HOME GAME @3:00PM

2/8-2/24  SALLY DELAP-JOHN OIL PAINTING EXHIBIT @CFA GALLERY 

2/10  LIVE @NORTHERN RADIO SHOW ON KDCE (100.7FM/950AM)

2/18  DIVERSITY COUNCIL @2:00 (BOARD ROOM) - ALL INVITED!

2/30  TRICKSTER SUBMISSIONS DUE, EMAIL TRICKSTER@NNMC.EDU

WWW.NNMC.EDU
Got news? Email annelise.burlett@nnmc.edu

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: DAVINA ARCHULETA

Davina Archuleta is an inspiration to all around her, 
but most of all she hopes to inspire her family through her 

newfound resolve to create better career options for herself 
through continuing her education.

At 23 years old, Archuleta made the decision to complete her 
high school education and pursue a college education. Archul
eta completed her GED through the HEP program and imme
diately began pursuing a nursing degree and associate degree 
in preforestry at Northern. It was her work at an elder care 
facility that inspired her to pursue nursing studies. “I was doing 
cleaning work and I wanted to be more involved with taking 
care of the patients,” said Archuleta. 

“The resources and services are here, the staff is here to help 
you,” said Archuleta of her experience at Northern. “It’s your 
choice to stay in a job that’s just nine or ten dollars an hour or 
to build your career.” n

Dr. Steve Cox joins the faculty of the College 
of Engineering & Technology bringing with him 
extensive experience teaching and mentoring 
students in STEM fields. Dr. Cox holds degrees 
from Marquette University, Rensselaer Poly
technic Institute and New York University, and 
has taught at Rice University and Baylor Col

lege of Medicine. “I am intent on recruiting, mentoring, teach
ing, challenging and collaborating with students in STEM 
fields,” affirmed Dr. Cox.

Darlene Doak joins the College of Nursing 
& Health Science’s Associate Degree Nursing 
(ADN) Program as an interim fulltime Instruc
tor. Ms. Doak studied at the College of Central 
Florida and received her BSN and MSN from 
Grand Canyon University. 

Nancy Novak is a new fulltime faculty member 
in Northern’s ADN Program. She holds her MSN 
from the University of Washington and taught at 
Tacoma Community College in Washington for 
20 years. She will primarily teach pathophysiol
ogy and medicalsurgical nursing clinicals. An 
avid animal lover, Ms. Novak sits on the board 

for the Heart & Soul Animal Sanctuary.

Chris Young also joins Northern’s ADN pro
gram as a fulltime faculty member. He holds 
his master’s degree in nursing from the Univer
sity of Oklahoma and will teach medicalsurgical 
nursing and mental health nursing at North
ern. Young worked as a nurse for the U.S. Public 
Health Service on Navajo lands in Shiprock and 
most recently taught nursing at Adams State in Colorado.  n

Northern Welcomes Four  
New Faculty for Spring 2016
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Three Northern employees received master’s degrees 
in December. Please join the Northern community in con

gratulating them for their accomplishment and 
continuing contributions to the college’s success.

Tobe BottLyons ,  Director of Advisement, 
received an MA in Educational Leadership from 
New Mexico Highlands University.

Amy Ortiz, Interim Library Director, graduated 
Magna Cum Laude with a Master’s of Library and 
Information Science from San Jose State Uni
versity.

Gerald Wheeler, Associate Registrar, received 
an MS in Management Information Systems from 
the University of Illinois at Springfield. n

Master’s Degrees Granted to 
Three Northern Staff

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

Apply Now for Fall 2016 
Foundation Scholarships
More than 60 Foundation scholarships are available for students in  
all disciplines, including Nursing, Environmental Science, Education,  
Art, Engineering, Business and Cosmetology. 

Current students and students who plan to attend Northern in Fall 2016 
and complete at least six credit hours are eligible to apply.

View the application, instructions and complete eligibility requirements at  
www.nnmc.edu. Go to: Students ➔ Scholarships ➔ Northern Foundation 
Scholar ships. APPLICATION DEADLINE is 5 pm, Friday, April 8, 2016. 

For more information, contact The Northern Foundation at 505 747.2218 
or liz.abeyta@nnmc.edu.

THE NORTHERN FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES  
2016 SCHOLARSHIP SEASON!

A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS 

Northern’s Facilities team (with lead artist Eric Casados, pictured at left) created classic, larger-
than-life characters for their “A Charlie Brown Christmas” float, placing in both “Best of Show” 
and “Non-profit” categories in the 19th Annual Española Electric Light Parade competitition.
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