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Northern Teams Qualify for Aii Tournament

Northern’s IET Program Looks to Add  
High-Demand Cybersecurity Concentration
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the lady eagles finished the season strong and qualified  
for their third consecutive Aii tournament.

Dr. Jorge Crichigno, Director of Northern’s Infor-
mation Engineering Technology (IET) program plans to 
spend his upcoming sabbatical improving his own profes-

sional expertise, returning to Northern poised to add a cyberse-
curity concentration to the IET program.

“I am committed to come back and improve the preparation 
of our students, especially in the high-demand area of cyber-

Northern sent its men’s and women’s basketball 
teams to the Aii Conference Tournaments in Cedar Rap-
ids, Iowa this year. This is the third year in a row that the 

women’s team qualified and the fourth for the men. Hosted by 
Mount Mercy University and held at the U.S. Cellular Center, 
tournament games ran from February 26 to 28. 

The women’s team faced off against Haskell Indian Nations 
University in their first game of the tournament, February 26 at 
8:30 a.m. (CST), and lost 83-64. The matchup has proven chal-
lenging to both teams this season with Haskell coming out on 
top (69-57) early in the season and the Eagles claiming a late-
season victory at home (83-75). Haskell continued to the final 
Aii Tournament game and took home the championship trophy, 
beating College of the Ozarks 79-75.

The men’s team faced York College in the first round of the 
Aii Tournament on February 26 at 1:45 p.m. (CST) and also lost, 
80-67. The Eagles’ key player, Patrick Bendegue, was sidelined 
with an injury in first quarter play, leaving the Eagles at a disad-
vantage for the remainder of the game. 

“We played hard, but losing Patrick really hurt us on the glass,” 

said Head Coach Ryan Cordova. “I am proud of my players for 
the great season they had.” 

While neither team progressed beyond the first round game, 
both had commendable seasons for such relatively young teams 
and Eagles fans certainly anticipate more exciting games in the 
next season. n
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men’s basketball head coach ryan cordova  
meets his players on the court during a timeout.

Director of Northern’s iet Program, Dr. Jorge crichigno  
in the Networking laboratory facilities on campus.
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security,” said Dr. Crichigno of his sabbatical, which runs from 
August to December 2016. 

Cybersecurity is not only proving a very in-demand career 
option for IET grads, it is also a hot topic in information technol-
ogy education and research with heavy hitters like the National 
Science Foundation (NSF) recently doling out a $5 million grant 
to fund a Cybersecurity Center for Excellence.

Dr. Crichigno will spend his sabbatical at the University of 
South Florida (USF), home to the Florida Center for Cyberse-
curity (FC2). The Center, which was created through the Flor-
ida Legislature in 2013, is securing Florida’s place as a national 
leader in the burgeoning field of Cybersecurity. Dr. Crichigno 
will work alongside Dr. Nasir Ghani, professor in the Electrical 
Engineering department at USF and research liason for FC2.

“This sabbatical experience is an investment in our program 
since it will expand opportunities for our students in the field of 
cybersecurity. It could also help us attract new funding and open 
exchange opportunities for our students,” said Dr. Ivan Lopez, 
Dean of Northern’s College of Engineering and Technology. 

Along with its already highly sought-after ABET accredita-
tion, a cybersecurity concentration would place Northern’s IET 
program among the most competitive undergraduate IET pro-
grams in the state. n



 
Upcoming EvEnts
march is womeN’s history moNth! watch For eVeNts  
celebratiNg womeN’s history.  more iNFo: x5448

2/26-2/28  meN’s aND womeN’s aii tourNameNt games

2/29  trickster submissioNs Due, email trickster@NNmc.eDu

2/19-3/15  sally DelaP-JohN oil PaiNtiNg exhibit @cFa gallery

3/9  liVe @NortherN raDio show 9am oN kDce (100.7Fm/950am)

3/11  sally DelaP-JohN recePtioN @cFa gallery 

3/24  DiVersity couNcil @2:00 (boarD room) - oPeN to all 

3/23  liVe @NortherN raDio show 9am oN kDce (100.7Fm/950am)

3/31  global coFFee hour - culture & coFFee! @library, 12-1:00 Pm

www.NNmc.eDu
Got news? Email annelise.burlett@nnmc.edu

stuDeNt sPotlight

irene Panas has navigated 
a difficult path towards her 

goal of earning a nursing degree.
Panas lost her parents at a young 

age and dropped out of school in 
seventh grade. At 22, she completed 
a GED at Northern and began work-
ing as a Certified Nurse Assistant. 
Panas pursued studies in nursing 
off and on at Northern and contin-
ued working as a nurse assistant 
until 2009 when she was literally 
knocked off her course by a head-on collision with a drunk 
driver that left her in a wheelchair for two years.

Panas had to set everything in her life aside due to the accident, 
including her nursing studies and her work as a nurse assistant.

“I didn’t have my parents to encourage me to get an education,” 
said Panas. Now, she says, her three children are the ones who 
push her to pursue her education goals.

Earlier this month, Panas was named one of the recipients of 
the LANL  Foundation’s Regional College/Returning Student 
Scholarships. These $1,000 awards help nontraditional stu-
dents return to formal education to expand job opportunities or 
pursue new careers. In 2015, Panas decided to re-enroll in the 
nursing studies at Northern and is currently studying to take 
the Kaplan exam in hopes of gaining admission to the Associate 
Degree Nursing Program for the Fall 2016 semester. n

Dr. Ulises Ricoy, chair of northern’s biology, chem-
istry & environmental science department, was 

asked to speak in December about his unique efforts to make 
neuro science research available in rural and underserved 
areas by the Grass Foundation, a non-profit that specifically 
supports neuroscience research and education.

One of the greatest opportunities to date that Dr. Ricoy has 
been able to offer his students comes in the humble and some-
what grotesque form of the cockroach.

“I needed to be creative with the very limited resources at my 
disposal,” said Dr. Ricoy. “Cockroaches are ideal for their avail-
ability and for their relative ease of use in laboratory settings.”

Professor Acknowledged by  
Grass Foundation for Innovative 
Neuroscience Education

Faculty sPotlight 

loVe letters Poetry coNtest: a sweet success 
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Dr. ricoy and his students in the lab researching the  
effect of sound waves on cockroach nerve response.

Pictured left, poetry contest first place winner leAnne ulibarri reads 
her poem, thank You. second place was awarded to Celina roybal 

for simply, and Alyssa Walters was awarded third for Clouds rain ice. 
the winning poems will be featured in the literary journal trickster. 

Pictured above right are the 
event emcees and trickster 
editors har Dev Khalsa, eric 
Garcia, and twila Casias. this 
year marked the first annual 
love letters Poetry Contest at 
northern. the American indian 
student organization’s (Aiso) 
annual Valentine’s bake sale 
added to the festivities. P

h
o

to
s

: J
o

s
h

u
A 

r
o

m
er

o
, s

A
n

D
Y 

K
r

o
li

C
K

Since his arrival at Northern six years ago, Dr. Ricoy has been 
working tirelessly to build laboratory facilities and research 
opportunities for his students.

“It is an honor to be recognized by some of the greatest 
minds in neuroscience today, the Grass Foundation Board of 
Directors, for our efforts in neuroscience education in rural 
areas such as northern New Mexico,” said Dr. Ricoy. n
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Apply Now for Fall 2016 
Foundation Scholarships
More than 60 Foundation scholarships are available for students in  
all disciplines, including Nursing, Environmental Science, Education,  
Art, Engineering, Business and Cosmetology. 
Students who plan to attend Northern in Fall 2016 and complete at least 
six credit hours are eligible to apply.
View the application, instructions and complete eligibility requirements at  
www.nnmc.edu. Go to: Students ➔ Scholarships ➔ Northern Foundation 
Scholar ships. AppliCAtioN dEAdliNE iS 5 pM, FridAy, April 8, 2016. 
For more information, contact the Northern Foundation at 505 747.2218 
or liz.abeyta@nnmc.edu.

the NortherN FouNDatioN aNNouNces  
2016 scholarshiP seasoN!

Produced by northern's Communications & marketing office

NortherN New mexico college  
921 Paseo de oñate, española, nm  87532   505 747.2100
Po Box 160, el rito, nm  87530   575 581.4100
www.nnmc.edu
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