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NATIVE EAGLE SPIRIT 

8 Northern Indian Pueblos Tribal 

Higher Education 

Directors/Coordinators Meeting 

Daniella Scalice, Education and Public Outreach 
Lead for the NASA Astrobiology Program will be 
meeting with Tribal Higher Education Directors 
and Coordinators of the 8 Northern Pueblos.  
Mrs. Scalice will be discussing information on 
educational opportunities, and upcoming  
project ideas that will be great learning  
experiences for our tribal youth.   
 
In addition, the College of Education will  
present on Northern’s American Indian  
Education Teacher grant to recruit and place 
teachers in public schools.  We are looking to 
establish regular meetings to continue updates 
on the progress of the grant and other  
education initiatives. 
 
Meeting will take place on Monday,  
March 30th at 10AM at the NNMU Boardroom. 
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ENCHILADA DINNER 
FUNDRAISER 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 

Help AISO in their goal to attend the Native 

American & Indigenous Studies Association 

Conference in DC! 

ADULTS—$8, CHILDREN—$5 

Plus: 

SILENT 
AUCTION! 

For tickets or information,  
contact the American Indian 
Center at (505)747-5405 or 
by email at: aic@nnmc.edu 

TORTILLA 

RICE 

DESSERT 

ENCHILADA 

BEANS 

BEVERAGE 

PLATE INCLUDES: 
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FEATURED EVENT — MARCH 2015 
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Throughout the United States, Native communities suffer from a lack of qualified professionals—
teachers, engineers, doctors, communication specialists, business managers, social workers, and 
technicians. Well-paying jobs exist in Indian communities, but few Indians are prepared to fill 
them. Hospitals, dental clinics, schools, engineering and agricultural projects, all remain  
understaffed and seriously unable to meet community needs. 
 
A prime reason for the lack of qualified Indian professionals is the poor state of Native American 
education today. The high school dropout rate for Indians is 50%, more than twice the rate for the 
nation as a whole. Of the Indian students who finish high school, only 17% attend college, with the 
majority attending public, two-year community colleges. Few Native Americans attend four-year 
colleges, and less than one percent attend the nation’s top Ivy League colleges. 
 
Catching the Dream seeks to address this deficiency. Our high-priority areas of study are math, 
engineering, science, business, education, and computers. These fields of study are critical to the 
future of Indian people and the nation, and Native Americans are very underrepresented in these 
fields. 
 
Catching the Dream is a national Native American education and scholarship center. Our strategy 
is to: 
 
1.) Actively seek out Native American high school students with academic potential from all  
regions and tribes of the United States and help prepare them for college; 
 
2.) Encourage and assist Native American high schools to establish college preparatory programs. 
 
3.) Establish information-sharing networks and national training sessions for teachers and  
administrators to strengthen their college preparatory programs; 
 
4.) Orient parents, grandparents, and tribal leaders so they can provide effective support for their 
college-bound students. 
 
Catching the Dream works in collaboration with other groups concerned with improving Native 
American education, for example, with two-year tribal colleges by helping qualified graduates 
further their education. CTD provides supplementary scholarship funding for those students who 
have received financial assistance from other sources. Once we select students, they are  
guaranteed funding for four years and beyond, should they go on to earn graduate degrees. 
 
Over 85% of Catching the Dream’s scholarship recipients have earned college degrees, and 85% 
have returned to work in tribal communities. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT: catchingthedream.org 

CATCHING THE DREAM SCHOLARSHIP 
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Learn why listing previous job responsibilities on your resume isn't getting you anywhere.  
Find out how to answer difficult questions, like "What are your strengths and weaknesses?"  
Discover how to create the perfect cover letter in minutes. All students are invited, and  
Accelerate program members get paid for attending.  
 
What:     Workshops Till I Drop Day (Attend any or all of 5 workshops) 
When:     This Saturday (the first day of spring break) 
                8:30 am - 10:30 am      Resumes that Excite Employers 
                10:45 am - 12:45 pm    Slash and Burn college Costs 
                12:45 pm - 1:15 pm      Lunch 
                1:15 pm - 3:15 pm        How to Pitch Your Company Fit 
                3:15 pm - 5:15 pm        Opening Doors: Interviews 
                5:45 pm - 7:45 pm        Cover Letters & Career Correspondence 
Where:     Room 101, Sostenga/Johnson Controls Building 
                This building is across Railroad Ave. going East from the gym. 
               
Who:         Christy Dammen has been a college, workforce, MBA, and executive career coach for  
                  more than 11 years. She successfully changed careers after working as a reporter and  
                  editor for major newspapers, including The Washington Post.   
 
RSVP:       Christy Dammen, 505-747-5443, cdammen@nnmc.edu 
 
All participants get a chance to win a $25 gift card.  

It's Not to Late to Get a Job or Internship This 

Summer. Attend Free Workshop Saturday!  
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YOUR SCHOOL 

YOUR FUTURE 

 

nnmc.edu 

  

NORTHERN 

  

NEWS AT NORTHERN NEWS AT NORTHERN 

AMERICAN INDIAN 

CENTER  

The Men and Lady Eagles ended a record-breaking season 
this weekend with some of the best played games in 
Northern history during the 2015 AII Conference  
Tournament. 
 
Eight teams from the Association of Independent  
Institutions came through Española for a series of events 
and games to determine which team would proceed to the 
NAIA National Tournament in March. 
 
Northern and the AII Conference Tournament teams joined 
the Española Valley Boys and Girls Club and the YMCA in 
learning about good sportsmanship during the Champions 
of Character event Thursday afternoon. Teams, families 
and fans gathered for a banquet in the evening to honor 
the teams and players. The following received awards: 

The Lady Eagles defeated Indiana Northwest University  
76-73 during the 2nd women's semifinal Friday night but 
fell to Ashford University 62-65 during Saturday's  
championship game. 
 
The Men beat Fisher College 84-78 during Friday's  
semifinal but were also defeated by Ashford Saturday  
87-92 during a nail-biting triple overtime game. 
 
Go Eagles, we are proud of you! 

Congratulations All Conference Runners-Up and 

Award Winners 
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Native Student Travel Fund!!! 
Help AISO in their goal to attend the Native American &  

Indigenous Studies Association Conference in DC 

The American Indian Student Organization (A.I.S.O.) is based out of the  
American Indian Center at Northern New Mexico University (formerly Northern 
New Mexico College). A.I.S.O. is an active student organization whose mission 
is to increase representation of American Indian students at Northern by  
creating an academic support network through culturally relevant activities 
that foster unity and celebrate tribal traditions. Our student organization has 
been actively involved with sponsoring lectures and cultural activities that are 
geared toward sharing our American Indian perspectives. Our AISO students 
come from a variety of tribes with majors in areas such as Education, Business 
and Pueblo Indian Studies. 
 
We are raising funds to support student travel to attend the Native American 
and Indigenous Studies Association conference to be held at the National  
Museum of the American Indian in Washington D.C. in June 2015. This travel 
experience will provide our students to visit one of the world’s most unique 
museums and diverse collections of its kind. We are excited to have the  
opportunity to attend the NAISA conference to learn more about the histories 
and cultures of indigenous peoples. 
 
Many of our students have never had the opportunity to travel outside New 
Mexico. We value the opportunity to learn about our nation’s history and  
participate in an international academic conference.  
 
Thank you for supporting the opportunity to continue our educational  
pathways. Any amount helps to meet our travel costs and your donation is 
greatly appreciated! 
 

You can donate at: gofundme.com/northernaiso 
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All tutoring will take place in HT 101 
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CALLING ALL STUDENTS! 

The Writing Center is open, 

with extended hours on Fridays 

  

At the Writing Center you can: 
 

       Get FREE Tutoring in half hour sessions 

       Work on one of our computers 

       Print up to ten pages a day FREE 
  

 
Call 747- 2294 to make a tutoring appointment or drop in and make one. 
Telephone tutoring is also available.  Just make an appointment, send in your 
paper an hour or two before the time, and call 747-2294 at the scheduled time. 
 
Do tell us what area you would like to concentrate on in your session, such as 
grammar, clarity, structure, citations, etc. 
 
This semester we are open from 10 am to 6 pm on Mondays through  
Thursdays. 
 
We’re open from 10 am to 4 pm on Fridays. 
 
We are in 129 AD, on the lower level of the Administration Building. 

 
Come see us!  We look forward to  

working with you. 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 
 
 
 
Native American 
Language  
Conference 

14  Workshop’s 
‘Till I Drop Day 

15 16 17 
 
 
 
St. Patrick’s Day 

18 
 
 
 
Mid-term grades 
due 

19 20 
 
 
 
Spring Equinox 

21 

22 23 24 25  3rd Annual 
Northern New 
Mexico 
“Community” 
College Fair Day 

26  Buon Fresco 
The Art of 
Frederico Vigil 

27  Last day to 
drop first 8-wk 
course with 100% 
refund 
 
Foundation 
Scholarship 
Deadline 

28  
AISO Enchilada 
Dinner &  
Silent Auction 
Fundraiser 

29  Palm Sunday 30 31     

March 2015 

MID-TERM EXAMS 

SPRING BREAK 
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American Indian Center  

Our Mission 
Our mission is to  

create and implement 

a safe and empowering 

learning environment 

that prepares native 

students to contribute 

to the well-being of 

themselves and that of 

their respective  

communities. We are 

here to provide  

students with access to 

safe spaces to succeed 

in their environments. 

NORTHERN - YOUR SCHOOL, YOUR FUTURE 

American Indian Center—Spring 2015 

Visit: American Indian Center 

Northern New Mexico College 

921 Paseo De Oñate 

Española, New Mexico 87532 

AMERICAN INDIAN CENTER 

Dr. Matthew Martinez 

(Director of NPI) 

1.505.747.5458 

martinez@nnmc.edu 

Visit us online:  

American Indian Center 

Add us on Facebook! 

Facebook.com/nnmc.aiso 

 

Mark Rendon 

(Academic Advisor) 

1.505.747.5405 

markrendon@nnmc.edu 

Nicole Soderberg 

(Clerical Aid) 

1.505.747.5015 

nicole_d_soderberg@nnmc.edu 

Johnna Aguino 

(AIA Coordinator) 

1.505.747.5015 

johnna@nnmc.edu 

http://nnmc.edu/wordpress/?page_id=4833
http://nnmc.edu/wordpress/?page_id=4833

