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Practicum Experience:  Early Childhood Education
Documentation Log
	Student:    
	Course:

	Date: 
	Semester:
	Year:

	Faculty:
	
	



	
	
	
	What did you observe? 
In what activities did you engage?

	Competency Area
	School or Source of Observation; i.e. video, YouTube
	Date 
Total Hours
	Notes

	A. Child growth, development, and learning
	
	
	

	The teacher understands how learners Foundations for all learning are established during early childhood. Biological-physical, social, cultural, emotional, cognitive, and language domains are inherently intertwined in growth and development. Early childhood professionals must understand this process of development and the adult’s role in supporting each child’s growth, development, and learning.
	
	
	

	B.  Health, safety and nutrition
	
	
	

	Early childhood professionals promote physical and mental health and appropriate
nutrition and provide an emotionally and physically safe environment for young children in partnership with their families. Sound health, safety, and nutritional practices provide the foundation for development and learning. Good nutrition is critical to the overall development of young children. Meals and snacks encourage good nutrition and eating habits. A safe environment prevents and reduces injuries for young children who are only beginning to recognize dangerous situations.
	
	
	

	C. Family and community collaboration:
	
	
	

	Early childhood professionals are committed to family-centered practices. They maintain an open, friendly, and collaborative relationship with each child's family, encouraging family involvement, and supporting the child's relationship with their family. The diverse cultures and languages representative of families in New Mexico’s communities are honored.
	
	
	

	D. Developmentally appropriate content
	
	
	

	Early childhood professionals demonstrate knowledge of child development and learning, as well as content knowledge, both in terms of academic disciplines and in terms of interdisciplinary integration. Their approach to curriculum content emerges from multiple sources, such as play and exploration, and is appropriate for the ages and developmental levels of the children with whom they work. Content includes, but is not limited to, the arts, literacy, mathematics, physical education, health, social studies, science, and technology. Children’s initial experiences with these content areas form the foundation for later understanding and success.
	
	
	

	E. Learning environment and curriculum implementation:
	
	
	

	Teaching and learning with young children is a complex process embedded in relationships. These teaching and learning relationships provide the scaffold for jointly constructing meanings about self, others, and the world. Early childhood professionals use their child development knowledge, their knowledge of
developmentally appropriate practices, and their content knowledge to design, implement, and evaluate experiences that promote optimal development and learning for all children from birth to eight years. In addition, their use of observations is grounded in a thorough understanding of children’s families, cultures, and communities. Early childhood professionals encourage young children’s
problem solving, critical thinking, and academic and social competence within a supportive and challenging learning environment. These challenging teaching and learning experiences build children’s confidence in themselves as competent learners.
	
	
	

	F. Assessment of children and evaluation of programs:
	
	
	

	Early childhood professionals must develop knowledge of diverse assessment approaches, including observational skills. They use appropriate ongoing documentation and report information to families and professionals. Appropriate early childhood assessment is responsive to cultural and linguistic differences. It includes information from multiple sources, e.g., observations, checklists, interviews, and both formal and informal standardized measures in diverse settings for making educational decisions about children. The assessment data gathered from multiple sources that has a major impact on children should be made by a team of family members, teachers, and other professionals. In addition, early childhood professionals engage in systematic, ongoing evaluation of their programs.
	
	
	

	G. Professionalism:
	
	
	

	Professionalism is built upon individual integrity, responsibility, and ethical practices that demonstrate a profound respect for all children and their families. Early childhood professionals embrace a multicultural perspective that is responsive to individuals in culturally diverse communities in New Mexico.  Professionals make decisions based upon
knowledge of early childhood theories and practices that recognize diversity of ability, developmental level, and family characteristics. Early childhood professionals advocate for excellence in early childhood programs and participate in ongoing professional development to enhance their knowledge and skills.
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	H. Knowledge of content:
	
	
	

	Early childhood teachers demonstrate content knowledge and knowledge of child
development and learning both in terms of academic disciplines and interdisciplinary integration. Early childhood professionals
demonstrate content knowledge including, but not limited to, the arts, literacy, mathematics, social studies, science, and technology. Early childhood teachers understand that children's initial experiences with these content areas form the foundation for later understanding and success. Thus early childhood teachers develop, implement, and evaluate a content-rich, integrated curriculum that
focuses on children's development and interests, using their language, home experiences, and cultural values.
	
	
	

	I. Curriculum and content knowledge:
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